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CHAP.

Arguments of this sort could not fail to exercise
an influence on a self-willed boy of  an arbi-
trary disposition.   The fact that he was a boy en-
hanced the difficulty of dealing with him.    " The
Khedive," I wrote to Lord Rosebery on November
12, 1892, " has been very foolish about a number
of small things, but he is so young and inex-
perienced that he ought not to be judged harshly."
On the other hand, it had to be borne in mind
that a mischievous child of ten years old, armed
with some straw and a box of matches, can cause
a conflagration as well as a man of forty who is
bent on committing arson.   It was not easy to
draw the line between the indulgence due to
youth, and the severity necessary to prevent
youthdfulness from incurring the consequences of
its own unreflecting and headstrong folly.   More
than this.   Was it certain that the Khedive was
in reality so Egyptian as at first sight appeared ?
His obvious intention was to pose as an Egyptian
patriot.   In October 1892, whilst I was absent
from Egypt and Mr.  (afterwards Sir) Arthur
Hardinge was acting as my locum tenens, the
Khedive complained to him that Mustapha Pasha
Fehmi "was regarded by the Egyptians as too
English,  and not sufficiently Egyptian."   On
the other hand* Rouiller Bey, an Anglophobe
.Swiss whom the Khedive had appointed to be his
private, secretary, was, he thpwght, ."a most